Lord Wellington's Hostile Critics

of the system of operations of their commander, they ought to withdraw
from the army. And this is the point to which I must bring some, if
I should not find that their own good sense prevents them from going
on as they have done lately.1

Arthur's situation during this period was indeed an unen-
viable one. He was in the position of an actor playing to an
uncertain and somewhat hostile audience. His conduct of
every part of the campaign was mercilessly criticized, and
most of the critics thought they could do much better than
the Commander-in-Chief. This criticism extended even to
the commissary department, where an underling of that
service wrote home to the Treasury giving his ideas as to
how the army should be supplied.

He was appointed by me to the Commissariat in June [wrote Lord
Wellington to John Villiers in December 1809] and on the nth
July he writes a letter to the Lords of the Treasury, in which he gives
them to understand neither more nor less than that the Commissary
General, and all his officers, as well as myself, are either knaves or fools ;
and that he can save thousands upon thousands to the public, by some
new mode he has discovered of supplying the troops with bread. He
disclaims at the same time any intention of making a charge against any
of us ! 2

Even Admiral Berkeley* criticized Lord Wellington for
chartering schooners to bring supplies up the Mondego,
which he was bound to do as the Government victuallers and
transports could not pass the bar.

I am 'much concerned [wrote the harassed General] that you should
imagine that measures are adopted for the supply of this army that
occasion a useless expense which might be avoided. If ever there was
an officer at the head of an army interested (personally I may say) in keep-
ing down the expenses of the army, it is myself, for I am left wholly to
my own resources, and am obliged to supply the wants of the allies,

1 Dispatches, VoL VI, pp. 403, 404*
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* George. Cranfield Berkeley, Admiral, 1753-1818*   Second surviving ,
son of die 4th Earl of Berkeley.
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